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A new location, a new selection of cars and a new energy defined the second Sydney 
Harbour Concours d’Elegance.

REPORT – 2020 AXA SYDNEY HARBOUR CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

C
ast your mind back 
a few months. To 
the beginning of 
March, specifically. 
Back then, all 

seemed well with the world. 
The Southern Hemisphere car 
show season was wrapping up 
and eyes were turning towards 
Northern Hemisphere events, 
Formula 1 and other motorsport 
competition. 

of COVID-19, it’s important to find some 
light, and there are few brighter lights for 
serious car aficionados than a high-quality 
concours.

The 2020 AXA Sydney Harbour Concours 
d’Elegance was just such a concours - it 
definitely brought some light into the lives 
of those who attended. 

Held from 5 to 7 March, it avoided the 
lockdowns that came down soon after; 
lockdowns that have resulted in the 
cancellation of just about every major 
concours since.

SHIFT TO SWIFTS
After a stellar debut last year, the Sydney 

Harbour Concours d’Elegance returned in 
2020, with a new title sponsor in financial 
services specialists AXA. As in 2019, this 
year’s concours was powered by Ferrari, 
with new support from official time partner 

A Lange & Söhne, champagne partner 
Pommery, CEO Legacy Books, Swissvax 
car care products, Santa Vittoria acqua 
minerale, the Royal Automobile Club of 
Australia, the InterContinental Double 
Bay - the official hotel - and official media 
partner, The CEO Magazine. 

In addition to these new and returning 
sponsors, the 2020 AXA Sydney Harbour 
Concours d’Elegance also welcomed a new 
location – ‘Swifts’ on Darling Point.

Built in 1875, in the late-Victorian 
castellated Gothic Revival style, this heritage-
listed mansion has wonderful history, but 
more importantly, ample grounds to display 
the hand-picked selection of 30 cars invited 
to this year’s concours.

Described by the Australian Heritage 
Council as “perhaps the grandest house 
remaining in Sydney,” Swifts had a long 
connection to the Tooth and Resch brewing 

families before falling into disrepair. It 
was only in the new millennium that 
it was restored to its former glory. That 
story – an old classic brought back to 
life – made Swifts a fitting location to 

present automobiles with similar tales of 
resurrection!

SOGGY START
The great uncontrollable with any 

outdoor concours event is the weather and 
the sky gods threatened the AXA Sydney 
Harbour Concours d’Elegance from the 
outset. Torrential rain hit the event on the 
opening day, 5 March, but thankfully, the 
welcome drinks for vehicle owners that 
afternoon was held in the undercover 
garages at Swifts, thus avoiding the 
downpour. 

This relaxed start to the concours also 
provided a preview of some of the cars that 
would be on display over the following two 
days. These included a stunning Jaguar 
XK120, a rare Jensen CV8, the radical 
Australian-built ‘Zacaria 1’ and a freshly-
restored ’32 Ford custom roadster that 

can trace its history back to the birth of 
Australian hot rodding. 

For the first display day, 6 March, the 
skies started to clear as the cars took their 
place amidst the beautifully-maintained 
gardens at Swifts – maybe it was a sign!

Unfortunately, the landscape has 
changed radically since then. 

With everyone now under the cloud 
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1932 Ford Custom roadster.


