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That evening, the focus turned to the 
InterContinental Hotel Double Bay, 
where deep-house summer sounds were 
complemented by Pommery Blue Sky 
champagne over ice as guests watched the 
sun go down over Sydney’s glorious harbour 
from the hotel’s rooftop terrace.

SUNNY FINISH
On the final day, 7 March, the sun came 

out in full strength, making the bespoke 
panama hats gifted by AXA a mandatory 
accessory. Refreshed by luxury Pommery 
Champagne and exclusive Château 
La Gordonne rosé garden parties, the 
concours’ 600 invited guests were treated 
to a selection of 30 of the finest cars in the 
country.

Few people have heard of a Muntz Jet. 
Unsurprisingly, really, as less than 400 were 
built and the car was never sold outside 
North America. The car wasn’t even a ‘Muntz’ 
originally, having started life as the ‘Kurtis Sport’ 
built by Indy and Midget race car guru, Frank 
Kurtis. 

After building around 20 copies of what was 
arguably America’s first sports car, Kurtis sold the 
design and tooling of his two-seat sports roadster 
to Earl ‘Mad Man’ Muntz in 1951. Muntz promptly 
stretched the wheelbase to make it a four-seater 
and swapped the aluminium body for steel 
panels, amongst other changes. 

Having made a fortune selling televisions after 

If you attended Motorclassica in 2017, you 
may remember this car, as it was the Best in 
Show winner that year. 

Fully restored by owner David Berthon over 
a 15-year period, this 1913 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost London-to-Edinburgh Continental is one of 
188 built, of which only six are known to survive 
today. The model took its name from Rolls-
Royce’s victory over arch rival Napier in an RAC-
observed test from London to Edinburgh in 1911. 

With engine, transmission and running gear 

World War II, Muntz thought he could profit from 
America’s post-War demand for cars, too. Alas, a 
very high price for the Jet (more than a Cadillac 
limousine in C1952 money) and no dealer 
network limited its impact. Switching production 
from California to Illinois, closer to the heart of 
the US auto industry, made little difference and 
the Jet ceased to be in 1954, with Muntz losing 
an estimated US$400,000 on the project. 

While the Kurtis version featured a Ford V8, the 
first Jets produced by Muntz were powered by 
a 331ci Cadillac V8 engine. Later units, like this 
one, used older Lincoln flathead V8s. 

Winner in the Pushing the Envelope class, this 
’54 Jet was entered by well-known restorer and 

changes made to improve performance, what’s 
notable with these cars is that they were the 
only Rolls-Royces to officially enter – and win - a 
grand prix, albeit the 1913 Spanish Grand Prix, 
which was closer to an observed trial than a 
grand prix in the accepted sense.

This particular car started its life in London 
with a Connaught Torpedo body and was 
requisitioned for use by the British Army in World 
War I. In 1925, it was imported to Australia by 
a Sydney doctor and fitted with a touring body 
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FULL-BODIED GHOST

car-builder, Justin Hills, who stunned the Sydney 
Harbour Concours last year with his modified 
Jaguar XK120 Coupe. 

While the exterior had been refurbished by 
Hills’ skilled hands, a noteworthy feature on this 
Jet was that the interior was completely original 
and in outstanding condition.

by Properts’ Motor Body Works in Newtown. 
In subsequent years, it would be rebodied 
multiple times and serve as a mourning car for 
a funeral parlour and even a tow truck before 
it was abandoned. Rediscovered in the 1960s, 
the Rolls was fitted with the touring body, 
produced by Peel’s of Brisbane in the style of a 
1913 Sunbeam, that it wears today.

Berthon acquired the car in 2001 and 
showed admirable devotion and patience over 
the course of the 15-year-restoration, which was 
undertaken by two Victorian-based specialists.

A worthy winner in the I.C.B.M. class, this car 
was also the A Lange & Söhne People’s Choice 
winner and Best in Show runner-up.

From a 1913 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 
London-to-Edinburgh Continental to 
a 2020 Ferrari F8 Tributo, more than a 
century of automobile history was on 
show, providing what was surely the most 
spectacular concours ever held in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

Highlights amongst this year’s entrants 
included a rare Bristol 402 and even rarer 
Muntz Jet, a stunning 1979 Rolls-Royce 
Corniche DHC, 1935 Lagonda M45R, 1957 
Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz and a 1951 
Lancia Aurelia B20 GT Coupe that had been 
driven up from Melbourne.
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Happy in the driving seat of the Zacaria 1.

(front to rear) Ferrari 250 GT Lusso, Lotus 

Europa, Ferrari 412 GT, Maserati Bora.

Judges Andre Bagley and Wilhelm Schmidt 
compare notes.

Inside the splendid underground garage 

at Swifts.

Admiring the 1958 Melbourne Motor Show Jaguar XK150SE FHC.

A proud and happy Graham Lawrence with his 
1935 Lagonda M45R.


