
Buy. Sell. Dream. 31   /justcars30  

Cars with competition history (or at least 
competition inspiration) included a 1982 
Lancia Rally 037 Stradale, 1987 Porsche 
959 and the new Brabham BT62; the latter 
returning after featuring at last year’s 
concours.

Nestled comfortably amongst these 
supercars and limousines, more humble 
fare included a Renault Floride, Lotus Elan 
S2 and an incredibly well-preserved 1949 
Singer Roadster. 

In addition to the invited concours 
entrants, a further eleven vehicles 
were also on display at Swifts, with this 
group of non-judged cars including the 
aforementioned Jensen, Zacaria and ’32 

Proving that concours cars don’t have to be 
high-priced or highly-exclusive, this charming 
little Singer Roadster came from Melbourne to 
the Sydney Harbour Concours.

The car’s 91-year-old owner, Rey Oakes, 
bought it when he was 21 and has kept it – and 
kept it in amazing condition - ever since.

Compared to the MGs and Triumphs of the 
early post-War years, Singers weren’t exactly 
high-profile cars. They were reasonably 
capable, though, with 1.1-litre four-cylinder 

engines producing 36hp (27kW) and a top 
speed in the 105km/h range – not bad for what 
was still essentially a pre-War design, but not in 
the league of an MG TC or TD. They were also 
popular in Australia, as the vast majority of these 
British-made cars were exported.

The addition of coil spring front suspension 
and an upgrade from a 3-speed gearbox to a 
4-speed came in 1949 – the same year as this 
car – leading to the ‘4A’ designation for these 
quaint roadsters. The slightly modified ‘4AB’ 

SWEET SINGER

followed in 1950, then the 1.5-litre SM Roadster 
in 1951.

Remarkably, the Sydney Harbour Concours 
d’Elegance was the first show the owner had 
ever displayed his Singer at. Its remarkable 
‘survivor’ condition was rewarded with the 
Pommery Champagne Preservation Award.

Ford hot rod, as well as a Citroen DS, 
Porsche Speedster, quirky Citroen H van, 
a pair of Ferrari Portofinos and the new 
Rolls-Royce Cullinan SUV.

With a nod to Swifts’ waterfront location, 
a vintage 1956 Donoratico speedboat also 
graced the grounds, while rare watchmaker 
displays by A.Lange & Söhne amidst 
the Victorian-era lawns and grand trees 
ensured no-one missed the time.

CONCOURS COMPETITION
With the 2020 field of entrants being 

equal to, if not better than the inaugural 
Sydney Harbour Concours d’Elegance, the 
judges had their work cut out.

The jury was led by Andrew Bagley, 
Chairman of Salon Privé, ably supported by 
Wilhelm Schmidt, CEO of A.Lange & Söhne, 
and Jacquie Hayes, aka Madam Wheels. All 
three were well versed in the world of Haute 
Automobilisme, with Bagley and Schmidt 
travelling especially from Europe for the 
event.

As guests enjoyed more Pommery and La 
Gordonne rosé, the judges were busy lifting 
bonnets, inspecting paint and scrutinising 
interiors. With this year’s concours 
split over five main classes, as well as a 
Women’s Choice award, Ferrari, Pommery 
Champagne and A.Lange & Söhne awards, 
and the coveted Best in Show, there was 
much to do. When the day concluded and 
concours entrants and guests retired ahead 
of the event’s finale, the judges were no 
doubt relieved!

The very rare Lancia Rally 037 Stradale.

Regal 1931 Rolls-Royce PII Continental Sports Saloon on the concours lawn.

Brabham BT62 provided by Event Patron 
David Brabham.

Relaxing on the lawns courtesy of title sponsor AXA.

The judging team at work.

Beautiful Bentley T1 DHC.

1951 Lancia Aurelia B20GT was driven from 
Melbourne to the event.


